ox THE INSECTS COLLECTED BT DOCTOB, ABBOTT OX 
THE SEYCHELLES, ALDABBA, (JLORIOSO, AXD PBOVL 
DEXCE ISLANDS, WITH DESCRIPTIONS OF NINE NEW 
SPECIES OF COLIX)rTEEA. 


By ^Martin L. Linell, 

Aid, Departmetit of Insects. 


The insects (*ollected ])y Doctor W. L. Abbott on the Seychelles in 
1890 and on his exenrsions to Aldabra, (ilorioso, and Providence islands 
in 1890, while not nnineroiis in si)ecies are of nnnsual interest on account 
of their geographical distribution. Tlie writer has paid particular atten¬ 
tion to the study of the CoIeopt(‘ra, but it seems advisable to mention 
also the insects of tlie other orders, although all of these liave not been 
specilically identified. Doctor W. 0. Holland has already reported upon 
the Lepidoptera.^ 

INSECTS FROM SEYCHELLES ISLANDS. 

LEPIDOPTEliA. 

Eight species of bnttertlies and nine species of moths are reported 
upon by Doctor Holland as collected by 1 )octor Abbott on these islands. 
Of the moths, ojie is described as new and the other eight have a wide 
distribution. Of the butterflies, three are peculiar to the islands (one 
described by Doctor Holland), two occur also on Madagascar, two on 
the African continent, and one species in the East Indies. 

Mr. Charles Alluaud collected, in 1893, 67 species of Lepidoptera, on 
which LLVbbc de Joannis repoi’ts" that 80 per cent, is also Ibuiid on 
Madagascar, Co to 03 per cent, in southeasteiai Africa, 43 ])er cent, in 
India, and 20 to 25 .per cent, in the 31editerranean region. This i)aper 
has unfortunately been overlooked by Doctor Holland, wdio has rede¬ 
scribed Atelhi jjhiUberii of eloannis as A. sei/ehelhirum. 

ORTllOPTEltA. 

Doctor Abbott collected three imagoes and two nymphs of a splendid 
leaf insect, Phi/Uinm (jelonns, Cray. Two other speci<‘s of the genus are 
recorded from the Seychelles. The distribution of this family of insects 

iproc. IJ. S. Nat. Mus., XVIII, No. 1001, pp. 20r>-273. 

-Dull. Soe. Eiit. Fraueo, 1803, p. 51. 
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on the Hi(‘yeh(»ll(‘s ninl Alasearene islands, India, ami ^lalay An liiiKdap), 
as far as New Caledonia, Fiji Islands, and the New Hebrides, has 
Inrnished one of the stron.i^est ar^ninents for the former existenee of i 
the hy]>othetieal continent Lemnria. The males can hardly tly, and the 
females not at all. J 

UrMESOPTERA. i 


Folisirs sp., Eionencs sp., Aph mrilijicd. A'l/loropa sp., ^^aJ(^chile sp., 
Ij(trra sp., S})h(‘(fi(ln\ two si)ecies, and Pimpla sp., all from ]\Iahe Island. 


n()2rorTEPA. 


A species of Cicada, very much reseinbliii^u' TetHpia loiti, from Ihirope, 
bnt smaller. 


('OLEOPTEPA. 


Only thre<‘ or four si)ecies of Coleo])tera were known from the 
Sey('helles as late as the year ISbl, bnt in tliat year Doctor Fairmaire 
re(*orded lifteen specdes, collecded by Pere Philibert. 

From ^lai’cli to May, 1802. ]Mr. (diaries Allnand made a thorough 
seareh for the insects generally, and Coleo]>tera in [)articular. Of this 
latter order he collected about one hundred and lifty s[>eeies, and 
remarks that these islands, considering their ])lace under the e(iuator 
and being abundantly covered with woods, are the poorest in insects of 
any in the world. He also considers the relation to the IndoAIalayan 
fauna and favors the probable existence of the continent Lemnria. 
r)o(*tor Abbott collected the following seven species, oiu' of which seems 
to have escaped description: 


1. AGRYPNUS INSULARIS, Fairmaire. 

Jfjrjipnns iiifnihiris, FAiiiMAim-:, lUill. Sov. Eiit. Frjinee, JA, 1S91, p. TO. 

This species which was collected in six examidcs on the Mahe Island 
by Doctor Abbott is peculiar to the Seychelles, and, although the genus 
is w(‘ll represented in Africa, its nearest allied spe(*ies known is from 
the Philippine Islands. Another species of the g(*nus, A./ascipes, Fab* 
rieiiis, also occurs here and extends to continental Africa and the Fast 
Indies. 

2. PARASTASIA COQUERELI, Fairmaire. 

J*arasta»ia voiptcreH^ Faii:-Maihk, iVnn.Soo. Kiit. Fnnice, 4 si r., IX, IsGJ), ]). 780. 

The most intt*rcsting speiaesof the lot, belonging to a genus from the 
Indo Malayan region. Doctoi- Abbott collected one examph^ on the 
Mahe Island, where Doctor Fairmairc's type also was obtained. 

3. ADORETUS UMBROSUS, Fabricius. 

Mdnloutha umhrosa, FAinmaos, Fiit. Syst., I, Ft. 2, p. IGO. 

This species is lecorded from Pourbon, He dc Fraiie(‘, Senegal, Java, 
Sumatra, and Philippine Islands. One example was ('olhn ted on Mahe 
Island and anotlnu* one on (Horioso Island. 
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4. ORYCTES MONOCEROS, Olivier. 

Scuraha H.s monoccros, Oi.n iKK, Kiit., I, l^t. M, |>. 37. 

Of tliis large Ilynastid beetle Doctor Abbott lirouglit three examples 
from 31alie Island and four from Doros Island of the Amirantes group. 
It is a species of wide range on the African continent, and was originally 
described Iroin Senegal. The genus occurs in the Old World, and the 
largest species are from Africa and ^Madagascar. 

5. XYSTROCERA GLOBOSA, Olivier. 

Ctrauibix (flohosus, Olivier, Exit., IV, p. 27. 

CaUidiion riUdiiim, FAiaacirs, Ent. Syst, I, Pt. 2, ]). 323. 

This is a widely distributed longicorn beetle, recorded from Senegal. 
He de ITance, ^Madagascar, Comore Islands, and the Hast Indies. 
Doctor Abbott collected one example on ^Malie Island. 

6. COPTOPS BIDENS, Fabricius. 

Lamia hideus, Eaihiu’IITs, Syst. Ent., p. 177. 

Lamia wdijicaior, EaisriciUs, Ent, Syst., I, Pt. 2, p. 275. 

Lamia rilUca, Olivier, Encycl. iMtah., ^"T^, ]). 4(>S. 

Another longicorn of wide distribution. It occurs in East Africa, 
on ^Madagascar, all the islands of the vicinity, ainl in the Ihist Indies. 
Doctor Abbott collected tliree exanpiles on Flat Island. 

7. CRATOPUS GRISEOVESTITUS, new species. 

Robust, uniformly piceous, densely covered with small grayish-white 
scales. Antenna* iinbescent, rather stout; scape reaching the hind 
margin of the eye; first and second joint of the fnnicle subeifual, one- 
halt longer than broad; third to seventh beadlike, slightly increasing 
in width; club tomentose, as long as the last live joints together, ter¬ 
minal joint the longest, acuminate at apex. Eyes rather large, longi¬ 
tudinally oval, feebly convex. Eostriim ([uadrangular, flat above, with 
distiiK't lateral carina*, starting from the frontal margin of the eyes at 
their middle and diverging toward apex. Front with a short impressed 
fovea between the eyes. Thorax broader than long, strongly rounded 
at the sides, broadly constricted at apex; disk coarsely granulate. 
Scutellum semioval, with dense white scales. Elytra one-half broader 
than thorax, sipiarely truncate at base, slightly wider behind the middle, 
conjointly shortly a(*nniinate at apex; humeri oblique, obtusi*; disk 
rather stiongly iiunctate in regular stria*; stria*, exi'ept the marginal, 
not impressed; intervals Hat, less coarsely, sparsely imnctate, slightly 
gianulate at base; the scaly ])ubescence forming numerous white dots. 
Ventral surface sparsely punctate, sides of thorax scaly, median part 
and abdomen pubescent. Legs short, stout, pubescent, not scaly. 
Femora feebly incrassate, the anterior pair with acute tooth. xVntei'ior 
tibia* nearly straight, feebly d(*ntate within. Tarsi v/ith first joint 
slightly longer than second, third moderately dilated. Claws connate 
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at l)sis(‘, <1 i\(M'u’iMit ill :ij)(*\. L(*n.i^tli. 10 to 11 nmi. Xin<M‘\;nni)los from 
^lali(‘ Island. 

Tf/jx', —No. oTO, r.8.X.I\I. 

Cr((t(>j)us is ii <»'(‘nius oT Cypliidos, iilii(*d to tlie West Indian ^^enns 
Lacluiopus l)y tlie ])r()lon^(‘(l anterior l(*gs and robust femora, Init dif- 
feriii.a* by tlie claws being connate at biise iind thorax trnnciU(‘, not 
bisinimte Indiind. Numerous speci(‘s are desei ibiMl from ihmrboii and 
lie de I'ranee, and ii few from Indiii and South Alricii. 

INSKOTS FKO:U AT.DAURA ISLAND. 

The only insects from Aldabra Island that 1 can find recorded area few 
Coleoptera by Doctor Fairmaiie.' lie ennmenites live* s])ecies: Ciriu- 
(lela triltomris, Klug, Viir.; Opdirinxa *Mulsaut j (/(utocrpltdlus 

(iermarj I/eirvoderes (‘oiHjflauatus^ King and Cussifla //cco/orutu, 
Boheuian, with var. ail of which were jireviously known from 

^ladiigiisciir. The only new species he describes is Cratopufi riridis- 
parsns. As will be seen by th(» list below, the coleo])terous fauna 
of the ishind is raised to twelve species through the collection of 
Doctor Abbott, who Inis imblisheil some very interesting notes on this 
and (llorioso Island.' 

After 1 furnished the footnoti^^ for this piiper, iidditional material 
was received by the National Museum, iis is shoAvn by comparison with 
the report on the Lepidoptera^ by Doctor Holland, who records thiideen 
specaes, twoof Avhich he des(*ribed as new, from this island.-'’ 

The additional material includes two species of Flemiptera— Pysder- 
cii.s sp., and Jlurpacior sp., and laises the number of Coleoptera to 
seven, as follows: 

1. ERETES STICTICUS, Linnaeus. 

This watei* Ix^etle has about the same geographical distribution as 
th(‘ butterlly, Dindema ufisippus, is likewise rare in the warmer jiaids of 
Anuu’ica, ineluding Calapagos Islands, and abundant in the Old World 
through Africa and southern Asia to Japan. Doctor Shar]) remarks, 
in his m(>nogra]>h of the family Dytiscidag that this sjiecnes oc(*urs in 
a larger numlxu’ of islands than any other Dytisidd. it varies consid 
erably in size and markings, bnt is remarkably (*onstant in structural 
characters throughout its i-ange. Twelve* spei‘i(‘s ol’ the gimus have 
been described, of which Doctor Sharp has united tmi ninler the above 
name, but the two Australian Ibrms he considers as distinct uinhu* the 
name iA uu.s/yvd/.s, Eriedison. The only example collected by Doctor 
Abbott on the Aldabi-a is a female of small size, dark color, and 
distinct maculation on the thorax. 

Miiill. Soc. ICiit. L\>’, 1S!M). }). 222. 

I'roc. ir. S. N:it. Mas., XN'I, p]». 75‘)-7i)l. 

I.oc. rit., ]». 7l>2. 

‘ Proc. V. S. Nat. Mns., XVIII, No. lOlil, ])j>. 205-273. 

■''riio ty]K*s of Dortor Ilollaiurs s|)<*cirs, Trracoh(s ahJahrt ush, arc iVoin Mah6 
Island, but tln*rc arc sevcu cutyjo's iVoiii Aldabra. 
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2. CYBISTER TRIPUNCTATUS, Olivier. 

This species belongs to the most highly developed gi oup of earnivo- 
rous water beetles, where the limit of tlie speoies is rather opiiiioiiative. 
As Doctor Sharp, ill his monograph mentioned above, has restricted it, 
its range is very wide, from Senegal to the Cajie, and along the east 
coast of Africa to South Europe, and through southern Asia to China 
and Japan in the north, and over the whole of Australasia to Australia. 
C. ci)ictus^ Sharp, its representative on Madagascar, he doubtfully con¬ 
siders a distinct species. He reviews carefully the races and generalizes 
them into four principal ones: (1) An Asiatic form also occurring in 
Australia, (2) an Archipelagic form from ^lalay Archipelago, occurring 
also on Bourbon and He de France, (3) a sporadic form on the Philix)- 
pine islands and certain parts of Malay Archijielago, and (4) an xVfrican 
form. Exami>les of the last were collected by the Ghanler-Hiehnel 
expedition on the Tana Fiver. They are large, oval, with broad yellow 
margin, exactly similar to others before me trom the Cape and Loanda. 

The six examples colle(‘ted by Doctor Abbott on Aldabra are all 
small, ovate, and with narrow margin, exactly like a large series from 
Japan before me. Thus, it is remarkable to see that the Asiatic A^ariety. 
occurs here, while the large broad Archipelagic form is recorded from 
Bourbon and He de France. 

3. PHi^:OCHROUS INSULARIS, new species. 

Ovate, convex, above piceous black, margin ciliate with long rufous 
hairs; ventral surfa(‘e and legs rufocastaneous, rufohirsute. Head finely 
piinctulate, abruptly and strongly constricted a little before the eyes. 
Clypeus continuous with the front, sides distinctly margined, slightly 
convergent; apex subtruncate. Labruin strongly transverse, coarsely 
punctate, broadly emarginate. Thorax at base twice broader than long, 
surrounded with an entire margin; sides not deplanate, arcuately 
narrowed to the apex; anterior angles acute, posterior angles rec¬ 
tangular, with rounded apex; base broadly sinuate on each side; disk 
siiarsely and finely ])unctulate, nearly smooth at the middle. Sciitellum 
oblong, sparsely punctate. Elytra at base not broader than thorax, 
arcuately widened and broadest behind the middle; sides not explanate; 
apices separately rounded; disk moderately finely, ditfuseilly punctate; 
sutural stria imiiressed but the others indistinct. Anterior tibia^ tri- 
ilentate, serrulate even between the teeth; upper tooth small, tlu* two 
apical teeth long, recurved. Length, 8 to 9 mm. 

^lale: Tarsi incrassate, claws broadly appendiculate at base. 

Type.—^o. 581, U.S.:N’.M. 

Doctor Abbott collected one male and three females of this 8(‘ara- 
badd on Aldabra Island. It resembles in form P, heccarliy Harold, from 
tro])ieal East Africa, but is mu(*h smaller. The margins are not 
explanate and the sculptuic is dilferent. A moderate number of 
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S])e(*ios of tliis ^cmis ;ir(‘ descrilxMl iVoni Afii(‘n, Hast 

Indies to Pliilii)pin(‘ Islands and Australia. ldH‘y ])n)babl 3 ^ live, like 
oiir species ofTrox, on decaying* animal substances. 

4. OXYTHYREA ALDABRENSIS, new species. 

Slender, sinning, glabrous abov(‘, very sparsely setose beneatli, 
entirely black, with antenna* and pal])! ferruginous. Clypeus strongly 
margined, slightly emarginate, linely punctate. Front and vertex 
coarsely punctate, the latter with three smooth s])aces, arranged 
transversely. Thorax very narrow; sides feebly rounded, almost sub- 
angnlate at middle, strongly convergent toward apex; ])osterior angles 
veiy obtuse, nearly rounded; base broadly rounded, with emargina- 
tions obsolete; disk coarsely punctate, with six impressed white 
jiatclies: two on each side-margin, very large, nearly reaching the 
angles, separated just in front of middle*, making the i^osterior ones 
twice as large as the others; two longitudinally luimlate si)ots in front 
of .scutelluin, more* widely apart than in allied continental species. In 
e)ne sp<*cimen there is another pair of smaller sjmts in front of these. 
Se*ute*llnm glabrous, sharply aeuniinate. Flyti‘a outlined as in 0. mar- 
(jlnaJhj Swaiz, but the stria* are not impresse*eb except the two nearest 
the suture behind the middle. The intervals are nearly smooth, not 
dei)resscd, and the white pat(*hes are less numerous and much larger. 
There are three pairs of small sutural sj^ots, two larger S])ots inside 
and behind the humeral callus, sometimes coiniected, and the inner one 
sometimes connected with the median sutural, forming an oblicpie 
band. The transverse marginal spot behind the middle is very large, 
extending inward to the third stria and has a posterior elongate mar¬ 
ginal spot as an appendix; a])ical spot large, transverse. Pygidiuin 
neai’ly semicircular, with a few annular scratches on the middle, each 
side covered with a triangular niveous patch. Ventral surface sparsely 
punctate w ith a large srpiare niveous patch on the sides of metaster- 
nnm, an oblong one on its episternon, and another one on the side 
nun gin of the coxa*. A row of transverse spots each side on the abdo¬ 
men, not marginal, as in many allied species, but at the middle of ca(*h 
.segment, sometimes absent. No trace of s[)ine on fifth ventral seg¬ 
ment. Propoi tion of legs, tibial armature, and claws as in manjlnali^^ 
Swarx. Length, 9 mm.; width, 1, o mm. Four examples. 

Type,—^o, o77, r.S.N.lM. 

This nice little s])ecies is allied to 0. margiuaJis, Swarx, from South 
Africa, but is much smaller, more slender, and altogether diiferently 
maculate. The genus is repre.sented by numerous forms over the whole 
of Afi ica, Arabia, Syria, and Furoiie, extending to east Siberia. 

5. MICROTHYREA ALDABRENSIS, new species. 

Less lobust, very sinning, glabrous above, entirely black, with large 
impressed niveous pat(*hes with a rosy tint, (^lypens as in df. amahiJis^ 
Scliaum, but deeply emarginate at apex. Front rather sparsely pane- 
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tate; vertex suiootliat middle. Thorax shoi t, witli thesidesonly slightly 
eoiiverging from base to middle, then strongly arcuate to apex; poste¬ 
rior angles obtuse; base broadly areiiatej scarcely truncate at middle, 
and slightly sinuateeach sid(‘; disk sjiarsely and minutely ])nuctate with 
six large rounded patches: two jiairs marginal, the iiosterior one oblong, 
larger, and two smaller rounded basal spots in the normal position ; one 
siiecimen has an additional pair on the disk, but very small. Scutellum 
smooth, acute. Elytra outlined as in M. amabUis^ but the stria‘ are not 
impressed, the punctures are nearly obsolete in the scutellar region, and 
the white i)atches an^ smaller. There aie on each side three sutural 
spots, rather small, a small spot above and another beneath the humeral 
callus; three marginal si)ots, the anterior two large, a large apical and 
some irregular smaller spots. The pygidiuni is transversely strigose at 
middle and has a large lound niveous patch each side, ^letasternum 
smooth and i^olished at middle, with a large quadrangular niveous 
l>atch, covering the sides. Hind coxa' strigose, with a round spot at side 
margin. Ventral segments strigose at the sides, with a transverse 
row of punctures on the middle of each, fifth with an obtuse tooth at 
the lateral posterior margin, sixth snbtruncate. Legs as in amabiUsj 
the anterior femora densely fimbriate. Length, 11.o mm.; width, 7mm. 
Three female examples. 

Typc\—:SiK o78, U.S.X.M. 

This si)ecies is very distiiict from ((mahilis^ Swarz, and allied forms 
of the African continent by the (‘haracters given above. The genus 
MicrotJiyrrus has been erected for ceitain African species, formerly 
iuclude<l in Oxifthured^ that show strongly developed sexual characters 
in the male. That the above-described female belongs to the genus is 
inferred from the fact that the fifth abdominal segment has marginal 
spines. 

6. LEPTOCERA ALDABRENSIS, new species. 

Elongate, black, with imi>ressed longitudinal bands on thorax and 
elytra, covered with a veiy dense, white, silky pubescence. Antenna' 
l)iceous, as long as the body, very sparsely ])ubescent, slender; first 
joint stout, clavate, strongly curvate; third joint nearly as long as 
fourth and fifth t<>gethcr. Head broader tlian thorax, densely i)ul)es- 
cent; antennal tuben'les and a spot on vertex glabrous; palpi small, 
last joint slender, slightly and ol)li(piely truncate at apex. Thorax 
cylindi ical, feebly constricted at each einl, deci>ly imnctate, oi)aque, 
with four longitudinal vitta*. fdytra dark green, at base broader than 
thorax, slightly narrowed behind; apices s(pmrely truncate; disk some¬ 
what dei)ressed, coarsely i)umdate in regular stria', interrupte<l by the 
impressed white vitta'; sutural vitta entire, a discal vitta from base to 
middle,somewhat directed toward the suture; a second discal vitta on 
tlu' ])osterior half, (‘onnected at apex with tin' sutural, extending some¬ 
what beyond the middle in front; subhnmcral vitta short. A^entral 
surface densely pubescent, side niargin of metasterimm and middle of 
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abdomen <;iabrous and smooth. Legs red, femora strongly elavate, 
linely pubescent. Tarsi infuseate, broad, short j first joint of hind tarsi 
somewhat longer than the second. Length, 0.5 mm. One example 
from Aldabra Island. 

Ti/pe. —Xo. 570. L.S.X.M. 

This species is nearly allied to Glavcites {Leptocrra) JhieaticolUs^ 
Fairmaire, from Madagascar, but is distinct by the piceons aiitenme, 
stronger pnui'tuation of thorax and a diflereiit arrangement of the 
l)iibescent lines on the elytra. Two other specdes of the genus are 
described from ^ladagascar, one of which also occurs on He de France. 

7. CRATOPUS VIRIDISPARSUS, Fairmaire. 

Cratopua vlrUUspiirsm, Faihmaikk, Bull. Soc. Ent. Franvr, LXV, 1896 p. 222. 

This is the only beetle recorded from Aldabra by Doctor Fairmaire 
that was also (tollected there by Doctor Abbott. Two exami)les were 
obtained. L have laid a manuscript description of it for the last two 
years and barely escaped making a synonym before going to press, 

INSECTS FROM GLORIOSO ISLAND. 

The insects collected by Doctor Abbott on this little island are as 
follows: 

LET I Dorr ERA. 

Two species of buttertlies and three of moths, all of wide distribu¬ 
tion. (Reported upon by Doctor Holland.) 

yEUROPrERA. 

Two s])ecies of Mjjrmcleon and one of Palpareb'. 

I)I PTERA. 

Three species: Asiliis^ Tahanus^ and Myodbui. 

IIYMEXOPTERA. 

Four si)ecies: Kumcncs Mcifavhile.Awd Sphe(jida\t\Yo species. Three 
of these were also collected on ^Malie Island. 

IlEMIPTFRA. 

Xvzin'ii ririditht., lanmeus, a cosin()])olitan species, and Lcptof/Iossiis 
mewhnniariK.s, Fabricins. The latter speides is common on ^Madagascar, 

TTOMOPTERA. 

A large Cicadd, closely allied to the South African Idafjfplevra Urn- 
bata, Fabricius, but the fore wings are more densely maculate. 

COLEOPTERA. 

Five sj)ecie.s, of which thre(‘. ar(‘ here described as new. One is ])re- 
vionsly describiMl trom the Seychelles, and tlie remaining one is of wide 
distribution in Africa and Malayan Archipelago. 
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1. LUCIOLA ABBOTTI, new species. 

Elongate, parallelj feebly sliiuing, linely pubescent, bright ferrugi- 
uous; bead with antenna* and palpi, elytra, tibia* and tarsi black. 
Antenna* short, not reaching to middle of body, nearly tilifonn, densely 
setose; first joint ferriiginons beneatli, as long as the fonrth: third 
slightly longer than fonrth; fourth to tenth slightly deereasing in 
length. Thorax nearly twice broader than long, soiJicAvhat Jiarrowed 
in front; side margin feebly rounded, refiexed; i)osterior angles rounded; 
apex margined, feebly bisinuate; base more distinctly bisinuate, 
strongly margined, deeply impressed eacli side of middle; disk finely 
and densely i)unctate, deplanate at the sides, deeply canaliculate at the 
middle. Scutellum brownish red, obtuse at apex. Hlytra- slightly 
broader than thorax, sei)arately rounded at apex, very densely and 
finely rugosopuuetate; suture elevated and thi’ee obsolete earina* each 
side. 

Male: Abdomen with fourth and fifth segment.s pale, the fourth 
emarginate at middle, the fifth strongly <*onstricted and produced in 
a large lobe; last dorsal segment triangularly emarginate. Length, 
10 mm. 

Tifpe,—:SiK r>80, r.s.x..ii. 

One single example, a male, was taken on Glorioso Island. It agrees 
in color and many other characters Avith L. tramrersicoJUs, Fairmaire, 
described from Saiiite-Marie-de Madagascar, italic, and Mayotte, but 
Doctor Fairniaire’s species has the third ventral segment pale and the 
posterior angles of thorax nearly rectangular. The genus is of AAude 
distribution in the Old and Xcav World. 

2. PERISSOSOMA i^^NESCENS, Waterhouse. 

JTrissosoma anesceus, Wateiuiocse, Ann. Nat. Hist., 4 ser., XAg l<S7r), p. 415. 

Four exam[)les of this very peculiar ]Melolonthid, of doubtful system¬ 
atic position, AAere collected by Doctor Abbott on Glorioso Island. 
They agree exactly with Doctor Waterhouse’s description, the type of 
which AA^as from tlie Seychelles. 

3. ADORETUS UMBROSUS, Fabricius. 

Meloloutha mnhrosa, F.xRRicirs, Eut. Syst., I, Pt. 2, p. 109. 

Foj* lemarks on this species, see notes under Adorctus iimhrosus^ 
Fabricius, from the Seychelles Islands, page GOfi. 

4. OXYTHYREA ABBOTTI, new species. 

liobnst, shining, glabrous aboAT, very sparsely pubescent beneath, 
dark castaneons, iiK'luding antenna* and legs; occiput and disk of 
thorax black. Flypeus shorter than in (>. manjlnaVis^ Saa ui’z, scarcely 
narroAV(*d at apex, feebly round(*d on the sid(*s; distinctly but slightly 
emarginate at apex, densely and finely i)uuetate; margins slightly 
depressed. Front immaculate, less densely but more strongly puiic- 
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t:ito, witli incj'iilar, smootli iiu*tli:in line. Thorax broado.’^t at ba.se 
very strongly narrowed toward ajie.x; side.s colored exactly as the disk' • 
broadly rounded before middle, distinctly sinuate before the hind 
angles, which are reetan.i>ular. with obtn.se tipex; base broadly rounded. 
M-ith very slight indication of eniargination on each sideand in front of 
scutellnin: di.-^k s|)arsely lint ratlici- deeidy ]innctate over the whole 
surface, with eight imiires.scd niveous siiots—the two largest are mar¬ 
ginal, one at the ndddletind one in front,connected at the margin; the 
ba.sid and discal jiair in the normal position, as in 0. oneof 

the '^iieeimens has still another pair of .s]iots, though very small, on the 
disk near the iijiex, as in some specimens of O. nidri/iiiiills. Seutelliim 
smooth, large, slniridy acuminate. Elytra outlined as in murfjiiNilix. 
bill Ihe stria- are less imiiressed, all coar.sely punctate: intervals nearly 
smooth, varying in width, but none of them depressed, ob.soletely stri- 
gose at a])ex; the niveous sjiots are six or seven each side—an elongate 
spot near apex of scutcllum, a small round one behind the Imnieral 
callus, a large transverse .spot Just behind the middle of margin; in 
one specimen a small oblique one on the disk in.side; two .spots j'ust I 

befoie apical callus, the one marginal, the other one near suture, the ' 

a|)ieal sjiot touching the margin behind. I’ygidiuni .semicirculai', with | 
annular pniictnres, tiansver.sely strigo.se at base, and on each .side a ’ 
large niveous spot. Ventral surface punctate, with a large transverse 
niveous patch covering the sides of metasternnm and its episternnm. ' 
Abdomen with small round spots at the .sides: fifth segment with¬ 
out any trace of spines. Proportion of the legs and anterior tibiie as 
in man/innlin. xVnterior femora witli longer, grayish-white ciliatiou. 
Length, 11 inin.; width, O.b mm. Two example.s. 

Ti/pc.—No. riS2, U.S.N.M. 

i his sjiecies has the torni of 0. mun/iiinli.s. Swarz, from South Africa, 
but is larger, stouter, and very different in the arrangement of the 
niveous jiatches. 

5. CRATOPUS ABBOTTl, new species. 

Elongate, broader behind, convex, black, shining, sparsely covered 
with small rounded metallic green scales above; antenna- and legs 
rnlons. Antenna- .slender, siiarsely ]mbe.scent; .scape very long, reach¬ 
ing the margin of thorax, slighlly clavate and cnrvate: first Joint of 
fnnicle a little longer than the .second, both elongate: third to seventh 
.short, equal in length, slightly increasing in width: club fusiform, 
denselj tomentose, as long as the last fourjoints of the fnnicle together, 
distinctly annnlate, the three Joints e(|nally long, liostrum shorter 
than the head, cylindrical, convex above, .spar.sely punctate, each punc¬ 
ture with a scale. Eyes large, longitudinally oval, feebly luominent. 

Head slightly constri(-ted behind the eyes, sjiarsely jmnctate and scaly, 
.scales denser and forming a longitudinal vitta beneath the cye.s. Thora.v 
slighll\ tians\erse, truncate belore and behind, strongly narrowed and 
consti ict(-d at apex, feebly rounded on the sides behind, cottrselv. reticu- 
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lately punctate, tlie punctiues densely scaly at bottom; scales more 
dense on the indexed sides and spreading’ upon the anterior e()xa\ 
Scutellnm small, glabrous, smooth. Elytra at base nearly twi(‘e broader 
than thorax, broadest behind the middle, acutely i)r()du(‘ed at apex; 
humeri obliquely truncate: side margin serrate toward aj)ex; disk 
coarsely striatopunctate; punctures transverse, densely s(inamose at 
the bottom; intervals narrow, smooth; the two or three marginal stria^ 
deeidy impressed, rugose at base. 8ide pieces of meso and mcta thorax 
and sides of the two first abdominal vsegments densely s(]Uamose; 
median line of ventral surface nearly smooth, sparsely pubescent. Legs 
not scaly, sparsely i)ubescent, the median ])air short, the posterior ])air 
longer and the anterior longest; all femora incrassate, but the anterior 
most strongly, with a small acute tooth beyond the middle; anterioi* 
tibia" slightly (Uirvate, acutely dentiiadate on the inner side. Taisi 
hairy above, without any trace of scales; first Joint slightly longer than 
second; third very wide; claws large, connat<‘ at base, divergent at 
apex. Length, 10 to 12 mm. Three examples from Glorioso Island. 
r>83, u.s.x.:yL 

This species comes very near C. jxirccsqiiamosuSj Fairmaire, from the 
Seychelles, but difiers in the sculpture and ])articularly in tin* tarsi, 
that are cceruleo-squamose above in Doctor Fairmaire-s species. 

INSECTS FR03r PROVIDENCE ISLAND. 

This island, located about midway between the north end of iMada- 
gascar and the Seychelles, is api)arently very meager in insect life. 
Doctor Abbott brought home only three species, one buttertly and one 
moth—both of Avhich also occur on the African continent and the Sey¬ 
chelles—and the single beetle described below, which is nearest allied 
to the Microthyrea (ddabreasis from Aldabi’a Island. 

MICROTHYREA PROVIDENCIiE, new species. 

Moderately lobust, shining, glabrous above, with impressed nive(ms 
spots, s])arsely hirsute beneath. Olypeus formed as in d/. (imahiJiSj 
Schaum, but more narrowed and more deei)ly emargiuat(‘ at apex. 
Sides of thorax sinuate behind the middle, arcuately narrowed in front; 
posterior angles snbrectangular; base broadly rounded with obsolete 
emarginations; disk finely and sparsely punctate, more densely at 
apex, with six small,round niveous spots; one pair at the front angles, 
a larger pair marginal behind the middle and one pair in front of 
scutellnm in the normal jmsition. Scutellnm large, acuminate, with a 
few punctures. Elytra outlined and sculi)tured exactly as in d/. 
hilis^ but the niveous spots are mindi smaller; on each side are three 
sutural spots, one above and another one behind the humeral nmbone, 
two larger and one smaller (posterior) marginal spots, and a transverse 
ax)ical spot. An additional spot occurs on the disk inside the anterior 
Proc. X. dl. vol. xix-do 



706 


xrxic x/:ir sri:ri/:s nr coLEopTrn.i—LixELL. 


VOL. XIX. 


inai\"innl. Pygidiiim (‘levated at middle and concentrically strigose, 
at apex transversely aciculate with snbtruncate margin; a smaller 
iiiv(M)ns spot (‘a<di side. Ventral siirfa(‘e hairy; metastermun coarsely 
but si)arsely i)niictate, broadly niveous at the sides; hind coxa* partly 
strigosc; abdominal segments eoarsely punctate in transverse rows, 
strigose at side margin; fifth with an obtuse spine at the lateral [lOS' 
tcrior margin, sixth covered at the sides, seventh truncate. Legs 
hairy, aciculate; anterior femora densely timbriate; posterior femora 
and tibia* strongly incrassate (male), the former curvate: exterior claw 
of front tarsi very long, incrassate at middle, and eontoided. Length, 
11 mm.; width. 7 mm. Two males from Providence Island. 

Tifpt\—So. 581, U.S.X.M. 




